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side between front and back. Still an- 
other model has a box pleating extending 
one-third the length of the skirt, the front 
drapery a soft full puff falling over it, the 
fullness pleated tothe belt. Another new 
style, more “‘ fussy,” has three wide panel 
pleats forming sides and front, with the 
space between them crossed by lines of 
wide braid or ribbon velvet. The upper 
part of the front is the puff just described; 
the back two large triple box pleats ex- 
tending the length of the skirt; the pleats 
in front have a two-inch hem or are tuck- 
ed, as preferred, or trimmed with braid. 
This style is perhaps even prettier when 
the spaces between the broad pleats are 
filled with narrow side pleats. The bas- 
que has a Breton vest crossed by lines of 
braid or velvet ribbon. One of the new. 
est and perhaps most elegant styles, es- 
pecially in wools, which hang in such 
gracetul folds, is made to fall in two or 
three long, straight folds down the lef; 
side and to curve upward very high on 
the right, where it joins the back drapery; 
its beauty consists in the full, long curves 
that begin at the right side in plaits sewed 
in with the belt, but disappear as they 
fall into the folds in the left side. This 
leaves a large part of the lower skirt in 
view on the left side, which may be trim- 
med across with rows of galloon, or else 
have a lengthwise fan made of the braid. 
The back fullness is then quite straight, 
and massed in two large plaits, or else it 
is bouffantly } uffed at the top and hangs 
straight below, as already described. 
Basques are generally postilion, with skirts 
shorter than heretofore, being rarely 
more than a quarter of a yard deep, 
shorter on the sides, and with a rounded 
point in front. Sleeves are comfortably 
tight, with narrow cuffs; buttons small 
and bullet-shaped. Vests, either the full 
fronts crossed by straps or confined by 
the new jet clasps, or the plain velvet 
ones set on the basque, are much worn; 
we note the revival of the Breton vest, 
which crosses in front and hooks under 
revers. All the above styles are suitable 
to ladies under fifty, and are worn by 
ladies of varying ages in this city. 

Velvet basques were worn to some ex- 
tent this spring, though very few new 
ones are made for wear with other skirts. 
Our cerrespondent cannot replace her 
large buttons with the smaller ones now 
fashionable, because the buttonholes will 
not fit. It will be easiest to remodel the 
basque by ripping up the fronts, cutting 
off the buttonholes, and putting on a 
piece of silesia of the same width. Cut 
off a little of the velvet, and set in a full 
silk vest, gathering it at the neck and at 
the waist line, and turning the velvet 
under so that it appears asif the velvet 
‘was cut away to show the silk; then. you 
can use what buttons you choose. Ifyou 
can get jetclasps for the neck and waist 
line, the buttons and buttonholes can be 
put on the lining, and the silk, held under 
the clasps, will look like a full vest with 
no opening, which is new and stylish and 
not ‘‘ too young.” 

Linen collars and crepe lisse ruchings 
seem the popular neck wear for almost 

every occasion. For anything more dressy 


cascades of lace are worn, a straight 
piece of lace being turned down over the 
dress collar. Lace fichus are said to be 
coming in again; and the old fashioned 
but pretty linen chemisette is seen occas- 
sionally here, while some of the new 
double breasted basques are so cut away 
in front as form + broad V and cross over 
a full chemisette of soft white wool 
goods, or delieate colors in crepe du chine, 
while black crepe du chine pleases older 


ladies best. 
o> 


WASTE IN THE KITCHEN. 





There is a law that ‘has come down to 
us from the ages, that ‘‘Those who would 
have must save, and those who would 
save must practice self-denial,” but a 
great many of the American people form 
an exception to the general rule. It is 
a deplorable fact that we are the most 
wasteful people in the whole world, in 
the matter of buying and cooking our 
daily food. There is a sinful waste in the 
majority of American kitchens; between 
injudicious buying and bad cooking, we 
may safely venture to say that in any 
one hundred homes there is enough 
wasted to furnish the tables of another 
hundred households. What particular 
profit is it to the laboring man, that he 
receive the highest wages? His wife, 
with extravagant tastes and wasteful 
ways in the management of the house- 
hold, will keep him poor all his days. 
Girls marry young, and go into homes of 
their own, with no idea whatever of what 
management and saving mean. Mother 
always looked to those things, you know, 
and quite often mother’s ideas about 
those matters were rather vague. The 
wisest legislation cannot wholly prevent 
the evil of hard times, which the country 
occasionally experiences. But economy 
in our personal and household expendi- 
tures will help wonderfully. We have 
just passed through an unusually hard, 
close winter, there has been much suf- 
"tering, men have not had employment, 
and as a necessity their families have 
suffered because there had been no money 
laid by for that rainy day which is liable 
to come to every one. A man might just 
as well work for small wages as large, if 
it must be squandered at the beer garden 
or wasted in the kitchen. The French 
will take barely nothing and serve a 
delicious soup. There is not a shadow of 
an excuse for bad cooking; look at the 
diabolical stuff set upon the table in nine- 
tenths of the homes, and dignified by the 
name of “bread.” There is no bread 
about it, it is not fit to eat, it would give 
a Poland China convulsions. There 
should be less guess work and more cer- 
tainty; when the sponge is set at night, 
you want to know for a fact that the 
bread will come out of the oven next day 
in good shape. I mean by this itis to 
be eatable; so nice and white and sweet 
and light that your husband and every- 
body else at the table will remark “how 
beautiful the bread is,” and there will be 
such a satisfied feeling that you will de- 
termine every baking shall be just as 
nice. I think it needs a well balanced 





head to run the home machinery, you 


— 
need to look a number of ways to ke 

everything going; you have got to Caley. 
late. There are seven days in the Week, 
four weeks io a month and twelve Monthy 
in a year, with three meals a day, they 
must be considerable calculation used t, 
have variety, plenty at the table each 
time, and see that nothing is wasted 
There are numberless delicious little 
dishes that can be prepared out of the 
fragments. Cold ham can be chopped fix 
and made into omelet, meat pies onto 
cold beef or veal, hash will utilize the sa} 
beef and cold potatoes, there need nevy 
be waste. The wife is vested with fy 
authority to manage the household, gs 
how many drains there are if she be jp. 
clined to waste. The husband yij 
wonder where all the profits go. One wil 
say ‘‘ Well, I shall not save, he has ancy 
binder and all the improvemeats in fary 
ing implements, keeps lots of help, I shal 
spend all I can, what little I would say 
would not count.” Ah! but it dog 
There is nothing better than a wil 
managed household, it will not dwarf 
stunt the mind, it will help to developit 
Economy is not stinginess. The panty 
need not be filled with numberless butt 
plates, mouldy meat, dry bread and cake 
calculate how much you want for ead 
meal, cook it just as good as you can, in. 
prove every time if possible, there i 
progression in the kitchen as well as elx. 
where. A true wife should feel that a great 
share of her husband’s success depends 
upon herself, she must be interested in 
the management of the house, or failur 
is the result. EVANGALINE. 

BATTLE CREEK. 
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SUNDRY DOMESTIC TOPICS. 





One would think when we consider the 
cheapness of nice cotton batting, that to 
sell wool and buy batting would be the 
very best way. But batting has not the 
warmth of wool, and that 1s the main 
point on cold winter nights, such as we 
experienced successively last winter. 
When wool is properly cleansed it is 
clesn, light and warm, and as the priceis 
down it can be no extravagance to use it 
in this way for bedding. When wool 
was so very high a number of years ago 
lhad a neighbor, a dear old lady, whorip- 
ped apart her wool comfortables, carded 
the wool with old fashioned hand cards, 
and spun and woveit into blankets, using 
cotton for warp. Now while wool and 
cotton are both cheav itis a fine oppor 
tunity to spin some of our fine wool and 
with good smooth cotton yarn produce § 
web that might do service even in the 
coming generation. I have a few such 
trophies of former industry now, and 
would like nothing better than to spin the 
“filling” for a few such blankets. Now 
I wonder how many wheels and reels 
could be produced for the purpose, and 
how many could use them? It is an old 
fashion, and so is butter and bread mak- 
ing, ironing and cooking generally, sad 
who knows in the rage (or is that al: 
ready over?) for old styles, it might prove 
to be the very best thing to propose 





Although wool may be very low ifwe 
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